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A Draft Constitution for the Sovereign Nation of Australia
A SYNOPSIS

This Constitution establishes the sovereignty of the Australian Peopstaltlishes
the Peoplebdbs ownership of the Commonweal th
every Citizen with an equal annual dividend from that ownership.

There is established with this Constitution a unique Australian federation in which
there is intimée, accountable representation; both levels of government have clearly
articulated powers and responsibilities; and public services are delivered by
organisations close to the People. The system of government ensures freedom of the
individual, and efficiehand effective administration of Australian society with less
regulation, fewer elected representatives and fewer bureaucrats.

The federation consists of a National Parliament and 96 regions each with its own
Regional Assembly. In general terms the NatldParliament is responsible for

policy; and Regional Assemblies are responsible for implementing that policy and
delivering public services. The Regions will be based on water catchment areas giving
Regional Assemblies unprecedented control of their enment.

The National Executive Government consists of a popularly elected President and the
Heads of Government Departments. Regional Executive Governments consist of
popularly elected Chief Executive Officers (or Mayors) and the Executive Officers of
Regonal Government Departments. The Executives at both levels are accountable to
the elected body. This arrangement produces a clear separation of powers between the
Parliament, the Executive and the Judicature.

The President ds p o wditation. Herseositiomatl tofbetlked i n t he
Head of State, head of the National Executive, a protector of the Constitution and is
accountable to the Parliament.

The Regions have populations of between 60,000 and 250,000 people depending on
population density. Mebrers of Regional Assemblies are elected from sinmggdenber
electorates of only 5000 voters. This ensures intimate representation and optimum
accountability. All elections use a unique, optional preferential voting system and
electronic voting. This ensurgsiick and easy voting and fair representation of the
People rather than representation of political parties.

One Member of each Regional Assembly will be elected by the Assembly to represent
the Region in the National Parliament. These Representatiiegtwih to their

Regional Assembly for one week in every month to brief, and to be briefed by, their
Regional Assembly. This ensures intimate representation and optimum accountability.

Constituents at both levels have the power to recall their repregeratatl hold a
new election. This is one of many measures that empower the People and ensure
accountability.

Legislation before the National Parliament will be debated in Regional Assemblies.
This is the review process; there is no Senate. When req@gesiation may be



reviewed also by the Constitutional Court before being signed into law by the
President.

A new Central Bank of the Australian Commonwealth distributes national revenue
with 25% going to the National Treasury and 75% going to the Regiotieedasis

of population. This, together with clear allocation of responsibilities to each level of
government , élairmienatngpaapmnidbucknd f aci
cooperation between the National Parliament and the Regions.

Human rights arershrined in the Constitution. Furthermore, the People have the
right to initiate referenda to change the Constitution and to create, amend and annul
legislation. There is also a clear definition of the responsibilities of citizens including
an obligation® serve the nation in the armed forces or emergency services.

At both levels of government, representatives sit in retabte configuration and

each Member has an equal right to speak; thus creating effective government by and
for the People by eliminatinparty politics and block voting. A 75% majority is

required to pass legislation.

The Constitution establishes a set of basic laws. Most crimes against society will be
expressed as crimes contrary to the Constitutgmeatly reducing the need for reams

of criminal code and ensuring that the Constitution remains a living document with
continuing relevance to everyday living. In the justice system, judges will be trained

as judges from an early age and follow a career path separate from that of lawyers and
barristers. Cases before the courts will be conducted by judges who have the power to
direct investigations, call withesses and conduct eegasninations. The primary

concern of judges will be to ascertain the truth and to administer justice. Thefletter

the law will be a secondary consideration.

Also established in the Constitution is monetary policy that reestablishes a fixed
valuation of the Australian Dollar, restricts imports to the value of exports, prohibits
overseas borrowing, restricts the d¢raa of credit to the central bank and fixes
interest rates. That is, interest rates will be fixed at 5% reducing per annum for the
duration of all loans. This rate can be changed; but only by the People voting at
referendum. The central bank also conttbeseconomy by controlling the creation of
new money.

The Constitution introduces the debit tax system at 0.1% to eliminate the Goods and
Services Tax with provision for this rate to rise and gradually replace all other forms
of taxation. No more tax rat tax concessions, tax returns or BAS with massive
savings to business through a cost effective tax system.

Last but not least, the Constitution provides that the Nation will only go to war
following a fiYesOoO vote by t msaW&daa pHise at
Act will commit the whole nation to the war effort, will eliminate profiteering and

will ensure Service men and women are treated appropriately before, during and after
war service.
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Foreword

Over a span of more than ten years the Foundation for National Renewal has
been working on this draft Constitution. During that period, more and more
people have been expressing concerns about the dysfunctions of Australian
society and in particular, the way in which we are governed. However, few
have been very forthcoming with comprehensive ideas for solving these
problems.

An exception to this trend has been Professor George Williams who,
consistently and over a long period, has been advocating root and branch
reform. The following newspaper article exemplifies his approach.

Professor George Williams is the Anthony Mason professor and director of the
Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law at the University of NSW.

SO MUCH GOVERNMENT, SO LITTLE DONE

George Williams
Sydney Morning Herald
March 13, 2007

AUSTRALIANS pay a wasted $9 billion in tax each year, equal to $1100 per family.
This money is being used without gain to prop up our dysfunctional federal system of
government.

These billions of dollars are a conservative estimate of the Bushuestil of

Australia. It is how much the community pays for the duplication of services, buck
passing and inefficiency that bedevils the relationship between our federal and state
governments.

Even this understates the true cost. It is the amount & &trwe pay and does not
include the money lost to businesses in having to comply with red tape or the price we
all pay for having substandard health and education services.

Taking some of these other costs into account, it has been estimated that the
duplication and extra cabrdination costs in the Australian federation are an
astonishing $20 billion a year. This amounts to 9 per cent of all general government
expenses or 3 per cent of gross domestic product.

This money is not just a loss to taxpayérss also a lost opportunity. Every dollar
might have been used to better fund schools or hospitals or to assist with pressing
concerns such as the lack of affordable housing and our ageing population.

We face a choice. The first option is to continupayp extra tax and accept secend

rate government services. We have been led in this direction by generations of
politicians who have found it easier to leave the system as is rather than take up the
challenge of reform.



A reason for this is that the pregesystem benefits those in power. Without clear lines
of responsibility, federal and state leaders can seek credit for successes but accuse
someone else for inaction or failure. Blasst@fting can be seen daily in the media.
When it is over matters suchk hospitals and water scarcity, we know we have a
major problem.

The alternative is to do the hard work over the longer term to fix our system of
government. This might seem impossible given our poor record of achieving change.
In fact, the internationa¢xperience shows otherwise.

Other nations have been successful in tackling the same issues, including Germany,
which last year brought about major changes to its federal scheme. They show how
the Australian problem is not an inability to come up with nevdels and ideas, but

a failure of vision and leadership in bringing them about.

What Australia needs is a system that better allocates tax revenue between Canberra
and the states. We also need a more appropriate division of power between
governments thatets out who is responsible for which areas.

The MurrayDarling Basin is a good example. Federal intervention is necessary but
has taken far too long to emerge. The Prime Minister's $10 billion plan has also met
state resistance. This illustrates howfidiilt and costly the present system can be in
reallocating power and responsibility.

Our federal system has passed its-bgelate. It was created in 1901, the age of the
horse and buggy, and has not been modernised to meet contemporary needs.

The Austalian constitution was drafted in 1901 to protect the position and power of
the states rather than to foster national@alination. This made sense when
communication across the nation was poor and no one could foresee the need for
national leadership irareas ranging from climate change to steetl research.

A consequence is that it is often not possible for Australians today to know which
level of government is responsible for what. This is hard even for those versed in
constitutional law. Our constition has major gaps and is a poor match for how
governments now operate.

Over decades Australia's federal system has unraveled. This does not mean we should
remove it entirely. Instead, we need a better system. We also need to ask hard
guestions, such ashether Australia can sustain three, rather than two, tiers of
government.

Reform has been left for too long. Until this is recognised and people begin to act,
Australians will pay through the hip pocket and our future prosperity will be
undermined. Thiss the price of having a bloated and inefficient system of government
based upon a broken federal model.
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PREFACE

The Foundation for National Renewal has published this Draft Constitution to
encourage and provide a focus for widespread public debate of Constitutional
issues.

The Constitution under which Australia currently operates was adopted in
1901. It was only agreed to after 50 years of debate and, although much
cognisance was taken of the Constitution of the United States of America, the
Australian Constitution was never intended as a Constitution for the
independent nation Australia has become.

In fact, the primary purpose of the Constitution was to amalgamate six semi-
autonomous British Colonies into a Federation. The pressing issues at the
time were the perception that a continental approach would be necessary to
repel an expected invasion by Russia and the impediments to trade between
the Colonies created by customs posts at the borders.

The fact that the visionaries at the time were able to persuade six

governments to give up some of their power to a yet-to-be-formed Federal

Government was, in itself, a minor miracle. However, although some of the

drafters of the Constitution had in mind a number of changes to the way

government had operated in the past, they were not able to include these in

the Constitution and the new Federation slipped into adopting the

Westminster system of governme nt wused by At he Mot her Coun

Although there is general agreement that the 1901 Constitution has served
Australia well for more than one hundred years, there is now widespread
concern that the document has outlived its usefulness and is now more
divisive than unifying. There is also widespread concern that the 1901
Constitution is no longer valid. The 1901 Constitution is an Act of the British
Parliament and the Australia Act 1986 (passed by both UK and Australian
Governments) rescinded any residual power of the British Parliament over the
governance of Australia.

There is also general agreement that the Australian system of government is
in dire need of root and branch reform to better equip our nation to cope with
the complexities of the world in the 21°' Century.

In short, Australia needs a new Constitution.

Unfortunately, although the drafters of our Constitution very cleverly included
provision that it could only be altered by the People voting at referendum, they
left the power to initiate such a referendum in the hands of the politicians.
Consequently there have been only 44 attempts to update the Constitution
and only eight of these have passed at referendum. So the Constitution has
not been kept up to date and is now so far removed from what is needed that
the only sensible thing to do is to start from scratch.

15



This Draft Constitution is an attempt to create a whole new prescription for the
sort of society we wish to live in and the sort of government to which we are
prepared to consent.

In preparing this Draft Constitution, the Foundation for National Renewal has
not been constrained by any perceived need to take too much notice of how
things have been done in the past. Instead, we have reverted to first principles
with a view to prescribing the best possible society and the best possible
system of government.

As can be seen from Book Two, the Constitutions of many other nations have
been considered and good ideas from those have been adapted to suit
Australian culture.

A primary focus of this Draft Constitution is that it establishes the sovereignty
of the People. We did not set out to write a republican constitution but this is
what evolved when desirable attributes were incorporated and undesirable
concepts were rejected.

Similarly, the rights and responsibilities of the People are enshrined in this
Draft Constitution to provide inspiration and to ensure these rights cannot be
usurped by politicians.

It is clearly established that all power emanates from the People and reverts
to the People. All organs of the State are accountable to the People and the
People are provided with the means to ensure the will of the People prevails
over all else.

Basic laws are enshrined as a benchmark of the sort of society we aspire to
and to obviate the necessity for reams of statue law that ordinary Citizens
have no hope of ever understanding. Common law is abandoned in favour of
easily understood constitutional and statute law.

This Draft prescribes a clear separation of powers between the Legislature,
the Executive and the Judiciary to ensure enhancement of democracy and to
avoid autocracy, dictatorship and dominance of the bureaucracy. Thus the
much-discredited Westminster System is abandoned.

The system of government prescribed in this Draft Constitution has been
carefully designed to ensure transparency and accountability through
simplicity. Checks and balances are incorporated to avoid nepotism, cronyism
and corruption but to allow dynamism and creativity at every level.

The electoral system is prescribed to provide intimate, responsive and
accountable representation of the People. By enshrining the electoral and
voting systems in the Constitution, tampering by vested interests is prevented.

A President elected by the People is the Head of State and he also presides
over the Executive which is in turn accountable to the Parliament.

16



The Judiciary has been restuctured to provide a system in which truth and
justice prevail over the letter of the law, precedent and technicalities and the
right to trial by jury for serious offences is reinstated.

A totally revamped monetary and fiscal system has been incorporated to
ensure the efficient operation of the Australian economy and to minimise the
deleterious effect of the vagaries of international financial dealings and
globalisation.

And finally, the Draft Constitution provides that Australia shall not be
committed to war without a referendum and that, in the event of war, the
whole Nation is committed to the war effort.

*kkkkkkkkkkkk

You are encouraged to make notes as you read through this Constitution and
to communicate your likes and dislikes to the Foundation for National
Renewal.

After wide public debate and amendment as required, this Draft Constitution
will be put to the People in the form of a plebiscite to gain general approval. It
will then become a blueprint for gradual Constitutional reform 7 much of it
initiated by you, the People, using Citizen Initiated Referenda.

A new Constitution will be adopted by the People at referendum when the
People are satisfied the ground rules are in place to ensure the sort of society
they aspire to and to provide the sort of government to which we are prepared
to consent.

17



THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION

The Preamble

We the People of Australia voting at referendum adopt this Constitution as the
cornerstone and basic law of Australian society and declare that this Constitution
shall be changed only by the People in accordance with the provisions herein.

This Constitution shall establish, promote and preserve a free, secular, egalitarian
and just society in which all Australian Citizens are equal before the law and have
equal opportunity to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Throughout this
Constitution unless the contrary intention is obvious, references to the male gender
shall include the female gender and vice versa.

We the People of Australia declare with this Constitution that the People and only the
People are Sovereign?.

We the People of Australia acknowledge our history and with this Constitution
declare Sovereignty over Australia® in perpetuity as described herein.

All the assets of the land, air and sea of Australia form part of the common wealth of
Australia and belong to all Australian Citizens.

We the People declare sustainable development a fundamental principle of our
Nation. We declare that any activity that unduly adversely impacts on the natural
environment shall be unlawful and that we shall restore as far as possible the
damage already inflicted on the land, air and sea.

Recognising that some aspects of society are better achieved with common
standards, centralised decision making and collective endeavour, We the People
establish with this Constitution a system of representative, democratic government.
This system provides for government of the People by the People for the People and
shall remain in force until changed by the People voting at referendum.

The validity of all laws passed by the Parliament shall be judged against this
Constitution including this preamble. No laws shall impinge on the rights and
responsibilities of the People as stipulated in this Constitution unless agreed by the
People voting at referendum. Any law, ordinance, regulation or Court judgment
contrary to the provisions of this Constitution shall be invalid.

With this Constitution We the People of Australia declare friendship to all other
nations and that we have no aspirations for the territory of any other nation. This
declaration shall be changed only by the People voting at referendum.

106 Sowiegnty over Australiad6 means that Australian Cit
area of Australia is part of the common wealth that belongs to all Australian Citizens.

0The People and only the People are @xaheer ei gnd mear
People and reverts to the People and cannot be usurped.

Unlike the 1901 Constitution, this Preamble forms part of the Constitution and shall
be used as required to interpret intent and meaning.

18



PART ONE

Chapter 1: Basic Concepts
1.1 This Constitution is predicated on the following basic concepts.
Definitions
Australia

1.2. The territory of Australia is defined as including:

a. The island continent and the continental islands between Latitudes
9A2006 South & 40A3006 Sout H54wEasl. Longitu
The island of Tasmania
Norfolk Island at Lat 29° 02' S and Long 167° 57' E
Lord Howe | sland at Lat 31A 33 8.890S
Christmas Island at Lat 10° 30' S and Long 105° 40' E
Cocos (Keeling) Islands at Lat 12° 10' S Long 96° 50' E
Macquarie Island at Lat 54° 61' S and Long 158° 85' E
Heard Island at Lat 53° 05' S and Long 73° 30' E
That area of the Antarctic delineated as the Australian Antarctic
Territory.
] The continental shelf of the territory of Australia
k. The 200 nautical mile Economic Zone surrounding the above
except where the midpoint between neighbour nations has been
agreed and accepted by treaty and ratified by the People of
Australia at referendum.
|.  The special economic zone of ocean and ocean floor granted to
Australia by the United Nations in 2008.
m. The air space above the territory of Australia
That part of space (i .e. beyond the ea
territory of Australia

e

=

Australian Citizens

1.3. All persons born in Australia to Australian Citizens are entitled to
Australian Citizenship.

1.4. Persons born in a country other than Australia to Australian Citizens shall
be granted Australian citizenship if they are then domiciled in Australia and
renounce citizenship of all other nations.

1.5. Persons born in Australia of non-Australian Citizens may be granted
permanent residency on application to the Department of Immigration. At 18
years of age such persons may be granted Australian Citizenship should they
seek Australian citizenship, are resident in Australia and renounce citizenship
of all other nations.

19



1.6. Persons born of one Australian parent and one parent of another
nationality may be granted Australian Citizenship at age 18 years or more if
they are then domiciled in Australia and renounce citizenship of all other
nations. Until they are 18 years of age these children may be granted
permanent Australian residency on request to the Department of Immigration.

1.7. A small proportion of the total population (2.5 % in 2007) have Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander heritage. Except as provided in Chapter 3 of this
Constitution, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Citizens shall be treated no
differently from other Australian Citizens.

1.8. Legal immigrants may be granted Australian Citizenship should they seek
Australian citizenship provided they:
a. renounce citizenship of all other nations,
b. Renounce and sign a statutory declaration that they will not do
anything to help bring about;
(1) replacement of Citizen sovereignty with sectarian
sovereignty,
(i) replacement of this Constitution with any sectarian
doctrine, and
(i)  replacement of Australian law with any sectarian law.

1.9. Other persons may be granted Australian Citizenship if invited by the
People of Australia, if they have no record of reoffending, if they swear
allegiance to the People of Australia and this Constitution and if they
renounce all other allegiances by Statutory Declaration. This declaration shall
be transmitted to the appropriate nation.

The People of Australia expect of its Citizéstal commitmento and loyalty to
Australiaand this ConstitutionThis cannot be achieved if Citizemerbour
incompatible beliefs oretain allegiances to other nations.

Australian Sovereignty

1.10. With this Constitution the People of Australia declare sovereignty in
perpetuity over all the land, air, sea and space as described above and all the
underground and undersea resources that can be harvested from the territory
of Australia.

1.11. The territory of Australia shall not be increased or decreased except by
the People voting at referendum.

Power and Authority

1.12. Sovereignty shall rest with the People. All power and authority in
Australia shall stem from and revert to the People of Australia.

1.13. With this Constitution the People delegate certain powers to individuals
and institutions of governance. All such individuals and institutions of
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governance shall remain accountable to the People who may revoke such
powers at any time by voting at referendum.

1.14. All powers not delegated shall remain with the People.
Citizen Initiated Referenda
1.15. Citizens of Australia may initiate referenda to:

Amend this Constitution

Change National Policy

Create Statute Law

Amend Statute Law

Annul Statute Law

Ratify or rescind international laws or treaties as applicable in
Australia

g. Recall elected representatives

~ooo0op

1.16. The procedures for Citizen Initiated Referenda and Plebiscites are
contained in Schedule 3.

ADirect (e, gsingrefargndap increasingly seen as a valuable means of

taking cortroversial issues out of the hands of extremistssganee groups and power
elites.Observers have also been impressed by the commonsense and moderation of
Western el ector at esProfehsertGe afcftn eny\g ches @ Wadlok er
Peopl edsi altaw:e lamidt Ref er endumo.

The Basic Laws of Australian Society
1.17. This Constitution is the corner stone and basic law of Australian society.

1.18. The other Basic Laws of Australian Society shall be:

a. Citizens and residents of Australia shall not kill except as
provided for by law.

b. Citizens and residents of Australia shall not commit violence
of any sort against another person except in self-defence,
defence of family, defence of home and property and
defence of Nation and society.

c. Citizens and residents of Australia shall not steal or
misappropriate the money or property of another person.

d. Citizens and residents of Australia shall not betray ® the
Nation.

e. Citizens and residents of Australia shall not profiteer.®

Citizens and residents of Australia shall not exploit other

persons.®

—h

1.19. The National Parliament shall set minimum and maximum punishments
for offences against these laws and for offences against Statutes
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(1) "Betray' means to conduct, plan or be a party to treason or espionage
including industrial espionage and any other activity contrary to this
Constitution or the interests of Australian Citizens or Australian society.
(2) 'Profiteer' means to make, or seek to make, excessive profits from the
needs of others.
B)OExpl oitd meeaast agetakepa@aopl e for oneds o
(4) This provision specifying minimum and maximum punishment aims to
improve on current practice of setting only maximum penalties by
providing a means for the society to react to prevalent offences.

By including thesedsic laws in the Constitution it is intended that most crimes will
be described as ficont r ainthathepat.t..h.@éd.cAustr al i a
This will eliminate the need for reams of Statute Law.

All Citizens can be expected to learngbdasic laws; whereas knowing what is
contained in reams of statute law is not feasible.

1.20. In addition to these basic laws the Parliament shall, subject to this
Constitution have the power to enact such statute law as is deemed
necessary for the peace, order and good governance of Australian society.

1.21. Common law shall have no place in Australian society.

This provision means that only this Constitution and specific statute law created by
the People voting at referendum or by our elected Padiarare applicable. That is,
t here shall be no reliance on fijudge made |

1.22. No laws contrary to the provisions of this Constitution shall be enacted
at any time. Any laws found to be contrary to this Constitution shall be
immediately null and void. Such nullity shall not be retrospective except that
current cases before the courts and any sentences in process of being served
as a result of conviction under such a law shall also be terminated.

National Symbols

1.23. National symbols such as the Australian Flag, the Coat of Arms and the
National Anthem described in Schedule 1 to this Constitution shall not be
changed except by the People voting at a referendum.

Language

1.24 The official language is English. This shall not be changed except by the
People voting at referendum.
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PART TWO: THE PEOPLE

Chapter 2. General

2.1. Australian Citizens are defined in Chapter 1.
2.2. In Australia the People and only the People shall be Sovereign.

2.3. Adult immigrants shall attain the following minimum standards before
being granted Australian Citizenship:
a. proficiency in speaking and reading the English language,
b. demonstrate a knowledge of and acceptance of Australian
culture, and
c. demonstrate a knowledge of and acceptance of the tenets of
this Constitution,
d. demonstrate an ability to get and retain regular, paid
employment, or be supported by such a person.

2.4, Special Tribunals in each Region shall bestow Naturalisation Certificates
in accordance with this Constitution.

2.5. In accepting Australian Citizenship, new Citizens shall take the oath in
Schedule 2 and sign a statutory declaration to abide by and uphold this
Constitution.

It is considered essential that naturalisation ceremonies are conducted at community

level to give new arrivala sense of belonging; and communities a sense of obligation
to assimilate new Citizens.
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Chapter 3. Rights and Responsibilities

General

3.1. The exercise of rights established herein shall only be valid so long as the
actions do not contravene this Constitution.

3.2. All Citizens have a right to natural justice. The provisions in this
Constitution shall be an expansion of that right and shall not be interpreted as
a restriction on fundamental human rights*.

3.2. With every right bestowed by this Constitution there shall be a
complementary responsibility.

3.3. The exercise of individual rights shall be constrained by the necessity not
to infringe the rights of others.

3.4. Fundamental human rights* shall be protected throughout the entire
society and in particular throughout the justice system.

!Definition: Human rights are defined in different ways.
Simple definitions that are often given include:

1 the recognition and respect of peoples dignity

1 asetof moral and legal guidelines that promote aratqut a recognition of
our values, our identity and ability to ensure an adequate standard of living

1 the basic standards by which we can identify and measure inequality and
fairness

1 those rights associated with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

3.5. Whoever exercises a function of the state shall respect fundamental
human rights and contribute to their realisation.

3.6. Any limitation of fundamental human rights shall require a legal basis.
The primary source of that legal basis shall be this Constitution and the
People voting at referendum.

3.7. Any limitation of a fundamental right shall be justified by public interest, or
serve for the protection of the fundamental rights of other persons.

3.8. Limitations of fundamental rights shall be proportionate to the goals
pursued.

3.9. The essence of fundamental rights shall be inviolable.

3.10 Human dignity shall be respected and protected.
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Rights
General

3.11. In every case the exercise of any right shall be subject to the overriding
requirement not to interfere with the rights of others.

3.12. In every case the exercise of any right shall be subject to the tenets of
this Constitution.

Equality before the Law
3.13. All Australians shall be equal before the law.

This means that offences coitted by a judge, a politician or a vagrant shall be
treated in the same manner as offences committed by any ordinary Citizen.

Protection Against Discrimination

3.14. Except as provided in this Constitution no Australian Citizen shall suffer
detrimental discrimination on grounds of origin, race, gender, sexuality, age,

language, social position, lifestyle, religious beliefs®, philosophical or political
convictions, or because of a physical or mental disability.

1. Religious practices that are contrary to the tenets of this Constitution are illegal.

3.15. Specification of certain traits for the purposes of identification shall not
be regarded as discrimination.

3.16. Men and women shall have equal rights. All legislation shall ensure
gender equality in law and in fact. Men and women shall have the right to
equal pay for work of equal value.

3.17. Legislation shall provide for measures to minimise disadvantage
affecting disabled people.

Protection against Arbitrariness

3.18. Every person shall have the right to be treated by organs of the State as
an individual without arbitrariness and in good faith.

Right to Personal Freedom

3.19. Every person shall have the right to personal liberty, particularly to
physical and mental integrity, and to freedom of movement.

3.20. Persons found by a court to have broken Australian law or to have

behaved in a manner contrary to this Constitution shall be liable to lose their
freedom and certain other rights and shall be subjected to punishment.
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3.21. Although torture and any other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment of persons shall be prohibited: for the purposes of this provision;
incarceration, deprivation of liberty, confinement to a cell, no access to
entertainment, hard work, etc. ordered by a Court as punishment for crimes
committed against society shall not be deemed inhuman or cruel.

Children

3.22. Children shall have the right to special protection of their integrity and to
encouragement of their development. Children shall exercise their rights
themselves to the extent of their capacity to discern but parents shall remain
responsible for the actions of their children until the children reach the age of
18 years.

Elderly Citizens

3.23. Elderly Citizens and the infirm shall have a right to special protection
and respect.

Right to Privacy

3.23. All persons shall have the right to receive respect for their private and
family life, home, and the secrecy of the mail and telecommunications.

3.24. Law enforcement agencies shall have the right to seek Supreme Court
approval to intercept private communications in specific cases.

3.25. All persons shall have the right to be protected against the unlawful use
of personal data.

Freedom of Religion and Philosophy

3.26. The freedom of religion and philosophy shall be guaranteed except that
practices contrary to the tenets of this Constitution shall be illegal.

3.27. All persons shall have the right to choose or to change their religion or
philosophical convictions freely, and to express them alone or in community
with others except that practices contrary to the tenets of this Constitution
shall be illegal.

This means that it is illegal to preach the forced conversion of persons from
one religion to another.

3.28. No person shall be forced to join or belong to a religious community, to
participate in a religious act, to observe religious practices, to listen to
religious noise, or to follow religious teachings. Freedom from organised
religion shall be guaranteed.

3.29. Religious teachings that are contrary to this Constitution shall be illegal.
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This means it is illegal to preach the overthrow of our democratic way of life,
the rule of law, and common Australian traditions and practices.

Freedom of Opinion and Information

3.30. Australian Citizens shall have a right to be informed. They shall have a
right to know. This places an obligation on politicians and bureaucrats to
operate in an open and transparent manner. This also places an obligation on
media outlets to be informative and to present balanced coverage of issues.
Agencies of the State shall operate in secrecy only when approved by the
Courts as prescribed in this Constitution.

3.31. All persons shall have the right to form, express, and disseminate their
opinions freely except that inciting violence shall be illegal.

3.32. All persons shall have the right to receive information freely, to gather it
from generally accessible sources, and to disseminate it except that it shall be
illegal to disseminate information likely to incite violence or other illegal
activity.

Freedom of the Media

3.33. The freedom of the press, radio and television and of other forms of
public broadcasting of productions and information shall be guaranteed. There
shall be an obligation on the media to inform and to present issues in a
balanced, honest and truthful manner. Special interest media presenting a
limited or one-sided view shall provide that the special interest is prominently
displayed at the beginning and at the end of each and every article of content.
Ethical standards shall be set by society voting at referenda and plebiscites.

Right to Education

3.34. The People shall determine acceptable norms of education as
necessary.

3.35. Access to sufficient primary and secondary secular education at public
expense shall be guaranteed except as provided for in this Constitution.

3.36. For all persons, sufficient primary and secondary education shall be
compulsory except that those with mental disability may be exempt.

3.37. Curricula for primary and secondary schooling shall not include religious
instruction but shall include instruction on this Constitution, the rule of law,
honesty, fairness, respect, understanding, compassion, responsibility and
creative endeavour.

3.38. Comparative studies of religions shall only be conducted in tertiary

institutions when representatives of at least three mainstream religions
simultaneously participate in the instruction.
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Freedom of Science

3.39. The freedom of scientific research and teaching shall be guaranteed
unless it contravenes ethical standards of Australian society. Standards shall
be set by society voting at referenda and plebiscites.

Freedom of Artistic Expression

3.40. The freedom of artistic expression shall be guaranteed unless it
contravenes moral standards. Moral standards shall be set by society at
referenda and plebiscites.

Freedom of Assembly

3.41. Subject to the Basic Laws, the freedom of non-violent assembly shall be
guaranteed.

3.42. Subject to the Basic Laws, Citizens shall have the right to organize non-
violent assemblies, to participate in them or to stay away from them.

3.43. It shall be illegal to preach or advocate violence at any assembly.
Freedom of Association

3.44. Except for activities contrary to the tenets of this Constitution every
citizen shall have the right to form associations, to join or to belong to them,
and to participate in their activities.

3.45. Directly, indirectly or by any other means, no citizen shall be forced to
join or to belong to a union or association.

Freedom of Domicile

3.46. Australian Citizens shall have the right to leave and to return to
Australia.

Protection Against Expulsion

3.47. Australian citizens shall not be expelled from Australia except that, if
they are convicted of serious crimes against this Constitution such as treason
or if they advocate;

a. replacement of Australian sovereignty with sectarian sovereignty,

b. replacement of this Constitution with sectarian doctrine, or

c. replacement of Australian law with sectarian law;
they shall be required to migrate to a country more sympathetic to their views.

3.48. Australian Citizens and residents shall be liable for extradition to a
foreign authority following due process.
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Land

3.49. The relationship between persons and land shall be subject to the
provisions of this Constitution.

3.50. From the date this Constitution is accepted by the People voting at
referendum, all i Cr ocenmmoriwealthdland belongihglto b e ¢ 0 me
all Australian Citizens and that land shall only be leased.

3.51. Unless there are specific reasons for leases of a lesser period, land shall
be leased in perpetuity.

3.52. No new, freehold title to land shall be issued. Similarly, from the date of
this Constitution, no transfer of freehold title to land shall be affected. The
State shall acquire all freehold title to land as properties are offered for sale
and shall offer back the land on lease to the new prospective owner of the
house, business, farm, etc.

As our Aborigines tell us, people cannot own the kawd can only be custodians of
the land for a very short time.

3.53. New releases of Commonwealth land shall be subject to National and
Regional regulations governing equitable and sustainable land use and shall
be leased on application.

3.54. New releases and leases relinquished shall be advertised.
Advertisements shall include the full address of the land, the purpose for
which the land is released, the current lease rate and the date, time and place
by which applications shall be made.

3.55. Applications shall be balloted to determine successful applicants.

3.56. Expropriation, degradation and restrictions on ownership and leasehold
by the State shall be fairly compensated.

Welfare

3.57. Every Citizen shall be entitled to an equal annual dividend from the
revenue generated by the harvesting of the natural resources of Australia.
That dividend shall be paid into individual accounts created by the Central
Bank of the Australian Commonwealth at birth. These individual accounts
shall create a secured social security entitlement and shall be a source of
welfare for each individual. Payments into these accounts shall cease on the
death of each individual and any residue shall revert to the Commonwealth.

3.58. Individual dividend accounts shall be used to provide welfare including
unemployment benefits and age pensions.
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Right to property

3.59. Except for land, water, minerals and other natural resources, every
citizen shall have a right to own property.

Economic Freedom

3.60. Economic freedom shall be guaranteed. In particular, the freedoms to
choose onedbs vocation and to enjoy free ac
economic activity.

Industrial Relations

3.61. Workers and employers shall have the right to unionize voluntarily for the
defence of their interests, to form unions and to join them or to keep out of them.

3.62. Conflict in the workplace shall be resolved through negotiation and mediation.
3.63. Strike and lockout shall be permitted only when they relate to labor relations
and when they are not contrary to obligations imposed by Legislation or the Industrial
Relations Court to keep labour peace.

3.64. Legislation shall prohibit certain categories of persons from striking.
General Procedural Guarantees

3.65. Every person shall have the right in legal or administrative proceedings to have
their case treated equally and fairly, and judged within a reasonable time.

This means that, if a person is dissatisfied he may appeal to the relevant Court or
Ombudsman. A judgment in his favour would include directions to the relevant
authorities.

3.66. Every person shall be guaranteed access to his or her personal file held by any
agency of the State.

3.67. The parties in any dispute shall have the right to be heard.
3.68. Every citizen shall have the right to seek subsidised legal assistance on a
sliding scale according to financial means. The Commonwealth shall provide

subsidised legal representation to the extent that this is necessary to protect a
personé6és fundamental human rights.

Guarantee of Legal Proceedings

3.69. Every person shall have the right to have legal disputes aired in a court of law
established by this Constitution.

3.70. Every person charged with a serious crime shall have the right to choose to be

tried by a jury of 12 citizens chosen by the judge in open court. A 75% majority
decision of a jury shall prevail.
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3.71. Serious crimes are defined as those crimes involving:
a. death,
b. grievous bodily harm,
c. values exceeding 104 times average weekly earnings, and
d. crimes the penalty for which can be two years or more in prison.

Judicial Proceedings

3.72. Every person whose case must be judged in judicial proceedings shall have the
right to have this occur within three months in a court that is established by this
Constitution, has jurisdiction, and is independent and impartial.

3.73. Where it is possible, a Citizen against whom a civil action is brought shall have
the right to have the case heard before a court in the vicinity of the Ci t i doeniTil@.s
Legislation or the Appeal Court may provide for another jurisdiction in special cases.
Court hearings shall be public, and the judgment shall be publicly proclaimed. The
Appeal Court may approve exceptions.

Habeas Corpus

3.74. No citizen shall be deprived of liberty other than by those constitutionally
or legally authorised to do so.

3.75. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be informed immediately, and in
a language that they understand, of the reasons for their detention, and of
their rights. They shall have the opportunity to assert their rights. In particular,
they shall have their close relatives and partner informed.

3.76. All persons who are deprived of their liberty without a trial shall be heard
in a court within a fair and just time. The court shall decide within 24 hours
whether the detention is legal and the date/ time by which the case shall be
heard.

3.77. Australian Citizens arrested in other countries for contravening the laws
of that country shall remain subject to those laws but may be granted
representation by the Australian National Parliament.

Criminal Procedure

3.78. Every person shall be presumed innocent until the person is subject to a
condemnation having the force of this Constitution or statute law.

3.79. Every accused person shall be informed as soon as possible and in full
detail of the accusations. Accused persons shall have the opportunity to
exercise a means of defence.

Right of Petition

3.80. Every citizen shall have the right to address petitions to authorities
without suffering prejudice.
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3.81. Authorities in receipt of petitions shall acknowledge receipt within 14
days and shall take cognizance of petitions.

3.82. Petitions seeking referenda shall be prepared and processed in accord
with Schedule 3.

Political Rights

3.83. All Citizens over the age of 18 years shall have political rights and
responsibilities.

3.84. The political rights and responsibilities of Citizens are contained in this
Constitution and shall be guaranteed.

3.85. The National Parliament shall regulate the exercise of political rights in
federal matters; the Regions shall regulate the exercise of these rights in
regional and municipal matters in accordance with national policies
established by this Constitution and the National Parliament.

3.86. No person shall exercise political rights in more than one Region.

This means a Citizen cannot vote or stand for election in two Regions in the same
election.

3.87. The Regions may provide that new residents be restricted in the
exercise of political rights in regional and municipal matters until after a
waiting period of no more than three months.

Regional Electoral Commissioners may decide that a person resident for only
one month is not in a position to vote on an issue that requires local
knowledge.

Australian Citizens Domiciled Abroad

3.88. While domiciled abroad for a period in excess of 12 months, Australian
Citizens forego voting rights.

It is considered that persons out of Australiadgoeriodof 12 monthsor moreare
out of touch with evesin Australia and unfamiliar with the attributes of candidates.

3.89. Except for those engaged in the affairs of State or those covered by
bilateral agreements; Citizens domiciled abroad for a period in excess of six
months, shall forego their right to free medical care and their right to welfare
whilst they are overseas.

Australian taxpayers must be confident that expenditure of public fuletgtimate.

It is considered that this is not possible if the expenditure occurs ovefEbiss
provision doesot affecttravelers only those domiciled abroad.)
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3.90. Obligation for military or alternative service shall not be absolved by
overseas residence.

All Citizens must bear equal responsibility for the protection of Australian society. It
should not bgossible to avoid that responsibility simply by moving overseas.

Social Goals

3.91. Except as provided for in this Constitution, the National Parliament and
the Regions shall ensure that, in addition to personal responsibility and private
initiative:

. every adult Citizen shall have access to welfare;

. every Citizen shall have access to necessary health care;

. disadvantaged Citizens shall be cared for at public expense;

. the family as a community of adults and children shall be protected and

encouraged;

e. every Citizen capable of working shall sustain himself through working
under fair, safe and adequate conditions determined by the National
Parliament;

f. every person looking for housing shall be able to find, for himself or
herself and his or her family, appropriate housing at reasonable
conditions as determined by the Parliament;

g. children and young people shall have access to initial and continuing
education according to their abilities; and

h. every Citizen shall strive for a better society.

o0 T

Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders

3.92. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Citizens shall be treated the same
as all other Australian Citizens except that some may choose to lead a
traditional lifestyle in designated areas of the outback away from mainstream
communities.

3.93. The Parliament shall decide what areas shall be available taking into
consideration the national interest and the wishes of the persons involved.

3.94. Such persons shall be allowed to live such life styles free from any
assistance or interference by mainstream agencies such as the Police,
Welfare, Education, Taxation and Medical Services. Such persons shall have
no access to money, alcohol or drugs and shall be protected from mainstream
society.

According to the 2006 Census there are apprately 517,000 indigenous

Australians; that is 2.5% of the total population. Of these, only 26% or approximately
134,000 live in remote or very remote areas; that is .6% of the population of
Australia. It is these people most likely to choose a traditibigsityle. The

remainder of the indigenous population should be treated the same as all other
Australians.
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Over the last 100 years many programs have been designed and implemented to assist
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders overcome perceived disdéaye. All have

failed. In fact, as a result of past policies Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders are

now worse off than they have ever been.

Past policies have failed because they tried to achieve assimilation and segregation at
the same time. Polies have tried to give Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders the
advantages of Western society such as health and welfare services and at the same
time preserve traditional cultures by allowing these people to live in remote
communitiesThere is no hopef creating viable, meaningful, Western culture jobs in
remote communities; so the people are condemned to welfare dependency with no
pride and no hope. Consequently, not only is there a breakdown in law and order in
the Western society sense, traditiooalture also breaks down.

On the other hand, many Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders brought up and
thoroughly integrated into western society acquiring happy and integrated family
relationships away from disordered family connections have provesl tt@ppy,
competent and contented members of main stream Australian society.

The above policy gives Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders a clear choice. They
can choose to live a traditional lifestyileisolated country areas not otherwise
required by rainstream societgr they can choose to live in mainstream society with
all the rights and responsibilitigaherent in thatFor this policy to succeed,
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders and main stream society will require help to
overcome prevailig cultural barriers.

Aborigines and Torres Strait Islandesbould be encouraged to preserve their
languages and customs in the same way immigrants have preserved theirs.
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Responsibilities

General

3.100.

In every case the exercise of any right shall carry a responsibility not to

interfere with the rights of others.

Obligations of Australian Citizenship

3.101.
a)

b)
c)
d)

e)

f)

9)
h)

)
k)

Australian Citizenship shall:

involve acceptance of and adherence to the provisions of this
Constitution;

involve acceptance of the basic principles that order the functioning of
the Australian society;

require the development of a strong sense of unity with and loyalty to
the sovereign People of Australia;

require a willingness to abide by the decisions of the People and the
democratically elected representatives of the People;

involve an expectation that Citizens shall by their own endeavour
achieve a high level of independence and self support commensurate
with their capability;

require all citizens to bear responsibility for the outcome of their
decisions and actions and those of their offspring under the age of 18
years;

require Citizens in receipt of public services, support and welfare to
fulfill any obligations imposed as a condition of that support;

require Citizens in business to conduct that business in a fair, just and
reasonable manner with respect to their employees, their suppliers and
their customers; to not profiteer; to not engage in collusive price fixing;
to not take unfair advantage of others; and to not engage in any other
unethical behaviour as defined by the Parliament;

involve taking an interest in and participating in the democratic
processes of voting at elections and referenda,;

require every Citizen to contribute to the needs of society in a fair and
appropriate manner including jury duty when called upon;

require practitioners in the arts to be cognisant of community
standards;

require parents to teach their children acceptable behaviour, to enforce
acceptable behaviour and that children behave in accord with
community standards.

Military Service

3.102.

years,

Except as provided in this Constitution, between the ages of 18 and 38
it shall be mandatory that every able Citizen be trained to serve the

Nation.

3.103.

Those undergoing military training shall be a member of the Military

Reserve Forces from age 18 to 38 years. Military training shall be for a
continuous period of 14 weeks during each and every five years from age 18
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years to age 38 years. Such Citizens shall be obliged to render military
service as and when required to defend the Nation.

It is considered that blocks of 14 weeks is the minimum required to achieve a useful
level of expertise without unduly disrupting civil occupations. It allows for three
intakes in any 12 month period with appropriate peribedsveen intakes for recovery
and preparation in training establishments.

This training schedule equates to three weeks per year over 20i y&alaosit one year
in total. The option to undertake training at any time during a five year period allows
Citizers maximum flexibility.

3.104. Deployment on active service shall count as double against this military
training obligation.

For example, if a Citizen is called up for 14 weeks operational duty, he would
expunge 28 weeks of obligation.

3.105. Citizens shall have the right to volunteer to serve part-time and full time
in the Reserve Forces, to undertake specialist training, and to undertake
training as Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers.

Alternative Service

3.106. The statutes shall provide for training in alternative services such as
police, fire, ambulance, paramedic, coast watch, search and rescue services.
Those undergoing alternative training shall be a member of Emergency
Services Reserve from age 18 to 38 years. Alternative training shall be for a
period of 15 weeks each and every five years between the ages of 18 and 38
years. Such Citizens shall be required to render such service as and when
required in times of emergency.

3.107. Deployment on actual operations counts as double against this training
requirement.

For example, a Citizen called out to assist with fighting bush fires or with flood
mitigation for a period of two weeks would have their training obligation
reduced by four weeks.

3.108. Although training and service to the Nation between the ages of 18 and
38 years is mandatory for every able female Citizen, military service is
voluntary and nurturing mothers and pregnant women shall be exempt.
Nurturing mothers are defined as those with children under the age of 18
years domiciled with the mother.

3.109. Those rendering compulsory service shall be paid appropriately for the

job they perform in that service. If necessary, family income shall be

augmented by the Commonwealth to a reasonable level bearing in mind the
familyincomeper t ai ni ng at the start of the Citi z:¢
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3.110. Employers of persons undergoing training or deployed on operational
service in the Military Reserve Forces and the Emergency Services Reserve
shall be required to ensure such employees are reinstated without detriment
at the conclusion of their service.

3.111. Those who render military or alternative service and thereby suffer
health impairment or lose their life shall receive for themselves or their
dependent relatives adequate support from the Commonwealth to ensure their
income remains equal to or exceeds Average Weekly Earnings® adjusted
annually.

1 Average Weekly Earnings (AWE) as used throughout this Constitution shall mean Average
Weekly Earnings as determined by the Bureau of Statistics.

3.112. The families of Citizens rendering operational military service shall be
granted preferential treatment by all government agencies. For the purpose of
this provision, #Afamilyo i s ddadghtene d

3.113. Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders choosing to live their lives in

remote communities without mainstream assistance shall be exempt from
compulsory service.
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PART THREE: GOVERNANCE

Chapter 4. General

4.1. With this Constitution the People establish Australia as a Constitutional
democracy in which this Constitution is the basic law of society.

4.2. Power and authority bestowed on individuals and institutions in
accordance with this Constitution is drawn from the People and those
individuals and institutions remain accountable to the People.

4.3. All residual power remains with the People.

4.4. Important and controversial issues with long-term ramifications shall be
determined by the People voting at plebiscites and referenda.

4.5. With this Constitution the People establish how they consent to be
governed by elected representatives. These arrangements shall not be
changed except by the People voting at referendum.

4.6. In general terms, a National Parliament shall be responsible for policy;
and Regional Assemblies shall be responsible for the delivery of public
services.

4.7. The people shall elect a fellow Citizen from an electorate of 5000 to a
Regional Assembly. Regional Assemblies shall elect one of their Members to
be the representative of the region in the National Parliament.

Current governance arrangements, and not only in Australia, are beset with
problems. AExpertso are advocating various
Most of these fAe xonwlutédseloctormlrsysterasduvonatirgt i n g

the creation ofpecial organisations to deal with the problems. It is argued here that

adding more layers of bureaucracy is not the answer. The answer lies in establishing

a simple structure of governnteahatembodie<lear lines of responsility and

accountability and asimple and transparent electoral system
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Chapter 5. The Structure of Government

General

5.1. There is established with this Constitution a National Government and 96
Regions.

(See Figure 1 on pagtl.)

You will noticethere are no State Governments. State Governments were OK in 1901
when the Constitution was introducedhen there was a small colony grouped

around the centre with perhaps a few outlying elements. In th€@itury they are

most inappropriate. Not oplare they far removed from a substantial proportion of

the populatiorspread over vast areashey are seen as remote and unresponsive. The
creation of 96 Regions will give a real boost to decentralisatiomill restore a sense

of identity andt will bring government anthebureaucracy closer to the people.

Thee are alscadvantages of this system when compared to a unitary system of
governmentn that, not only does it provide one set of laws and regulations across the
whole nation where this is appriate, it allows many aspects of governance at the

|l ocal |l evel to be tailored to variations
syndrome. Secondly, the system allows for the delivery of public services by

organi sati ons icl thiglg the systemlallewsR eleapande 6. And
appropriate allocation of responsibilities between levels of government. This

produces economies of scale, reduces inefficiencies due to overlap and duplication,
and prevemtssimgwclkhnd obfuscati on.

National

5.2. At the National level the structure of government shall include:

a. aunicameral Parliament,

b. a President and Vice President,

c. an Executive headed by a popularly elected President and
consisting of the Chief Executive Officers of Public Service
Departments (including Chiefs of Navy, Army and Air Force), and

d. the Judicature.

Unicameral means one chamber; that is, no Senate. The review process is
accomplished by Regional Assemblies.

5.3. There shall be a clear separation of powers between the Parliament, the
Executive and the Judicature.

This is a basic principle @fjoodgovernance that has been corrupted in the
Westminster system where most of the Executive (the Prime Minister and his
Ministers) are embedded in the Parliament. This creates an adadrsituation

bet ween fAGov ®©pmpmsent dnea rvkich Gedain members of the
parliament (the Ministers) dominate debate by virtue of perceived superior
knowledgeA better system stems from granting all representatives an equal say.
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The Regions

5.4. At the Regional level the structure shall include:

a. aunicameral Assembly,

b. an Executive consisting of a popularly elected Chief Executive
Officer and the Executive Officers of Regional Public Service
Departments, and

c. elements of the National Judicature.

5.6. There shall be a clear separation of powers between the Assembly, the
Executive and the Judicature.

5.7. The delivery of public services shall be seamless across the nation. Any
Citizen of one Region shall have access to public services in any other Region
without detriment.

5.8. Regions delivering public services to a Citizen of another Region shall be
entitled to recoup expenditure so incurred from the Region of that Citizen.
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THE STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT
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Chapter 6: Reserved

This chapter is reserved to include provisions for the establishment of
Community Councils in remote towns and villages as required by the

inhabitants; and for the creation of over-ar c hi ng
Assemblies of large metropolitan areas.

fiboar dso
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Chapter 7. Referenda and Plebiscites

General

7.1. Important and controversial governance and social issues shall be
decided by referenda and plebiscites.

7.2. Referenda and plebiscites may be initiated by the People in the form of a
petition; by the President; by the National Parliament; or by five Regional
Assemblies.

7.3. The procedure the People shall use to initiate referenda and plebiscites is
prescribed in Schedule 3.

7.4. Referenda initiated by Regional Assemblies shall be debated in the
National Parliament and shall be returned with recommendations for
amendment if required. Regional Assembly initiatives presented to the
National Parliament for the second time without amendment shall be
forwarded to the President.

7.5. Referenda shall be conducted within three months of being forwarded to
the President.

7.6. Referenda passed by the People shall be implemented within three
months of being passed.

This means that if the President is not satisfied that the Parliament is doing
the right thing; he can resolve the issue by putting it to the People as a
referendum.

Similarly, if the Parliament is satisfied that the President or the Executive is
not implementing policies passed by the Parliament in an appropriate manner,
the Parliament can have the People resolve the issue by voting at
referendum.

Also, if five Regions have been unsuccessful in persuading the Parliament to
pass what they consider to be desirable legislation, they can initiate a
referendum to have the People decide the issue.

And last but not least, the People do not have to just hope that the Parliament
or their Assembly will do what is required, or wait for the next election; they

too can initiate a referendum to Aright th
Al | this is a very effective fblvwelsek and bal
Furthermore, the mere fact that these avenues are open will mean that, most

of ten, government agencies wil/l Ado the ri
be needed.
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Chapter 8. Ombudsmen

General

8.1. The President at the national level and Regional Chief Executive Officers
at the regional level shall establish at least one ombudsman to investigate and
rectify miscarriages of justice and alleged abuses of power and authority by
agents of the State.

8.2. At both national and regional levels Ombudsmen shall operate
independently.

8.3. Ombudsmen recommendations shall be forwarded to the Parliament or
Regional Assembly and shall be debated in that forum.

This means that authorities are boundcctmsiderrecommendations from
Ombudsmennl mary instances, this will result in amendment to legislation and/or
regulations. Alternatively, Ombudsman recommendations can be subtmitted
referendum or plebate. This constitutes anotheneck and balance on the activities
of those in authority.

8.4. The President is the ultimate ombudsman.

This means that if all else fails Citizens have recourse to the President.
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Chapter 9. Elections

The Australian Electoral Commission

9.1. There shall be an Australian Electoral Commission with a national office
and offices in each Region. The Commission shall have a Chief Electoral
Commissioner.

9.2. The Chief Electoral Commissioner shall be accountable to the Parliament
and shall conduct elections at the National and Regional levels as prescribed
in this Constitution.

9.3. The President shall appoint the Chief Electoral Commissioner taking
advice from the Public Service Board.

9.4. The Chief Executive Officer of each Region shall appoint an Electoral
Commissioner taking advice from the Public Service Board and the Chief
Electoral Commissioner.

9.5. Chief Electoral Commissioners and Electoral Commissioners shall
normally be senior Public Servants with experience in the field. Where a
suitable Public Servant is not available, the President and Chief Executive
Officers may appoint persons from outside the Public Service subject to veto
by the Parliament and Regional Assembly respectively.

This veto provision is to provide fia check
nepotism or cronyism corrupting the electopabcess.

Presidential Elections

9.6. The People of Australia shall elect a President as prescribed in this
Constitution.

The People have made it abundantly clear in numerous polls that our Head of State
should be an Australian Citizen and that he stidaé elected by the People not
appointed by politicians or anybody else.

Parliamentary and Regional Assembly Elections

9.7. The People of each of the Regions established by this Constitution shall
elect a Chief Executive Officer (Mayor) of the Region.

9.8. The People of each of the Regions established by this Constitution shall
elect a fellow Citizen from each electorate of 5000 to represent them in the
Regional Assembly.

9.9. Regional Assemblies shall elect a Member (or recent Member) of the
Regional Assembly to represent the Region in the National Parliament.
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Staggered Elections

9.10. Elections of representatives at both the national and the regional levels
shall be staggered to provide continuity and to ensure a continuous flow of
new representatives.

This arrangement of fAstaggeredo el ections |
a.lt avoids the fAbig bango election day.
b. It allows elections to be conducted quietly and calmly in one or two
electorates at a time; without the voters bdimgnbarded byational
advertisingcampaigrs.

c. It allows the voters to concentrate their attention on selecting a candidate
in their electorate without beingjistracted byextraneous material about
candidates in other electorates.

d. It eliminates interruption to the normal business of goveminthat occurs
with-bdamgge el ecti ons.

e.lt avoids the tendenforgxtravaganhproinisésg bango
to be madeand

f. It ensures changes to policy are gradual, predictable and marginal.

Voting

9.11. All Citizens 18 years of age and over shall register to vote with the
Australian Electoral Commission.

9.12. Registration for voting shall be compulsory.

9.13. Voting at elections, referenda and plebiscites at both National and
Regional levels shall be compulsory unless precluded by physical or mental
disability, incarceration in prison, or absence overseas.

Compulsory voting is most appropriate for Australian society for the following
reasons:

a. Decisions taken must be seen as being the decision of everybody not just a
select few.

b. Apredominah Australian characteristic is t
attitude of fAshed6ll be right mateo. Su
to be dominated by fanatical groups.

c. A primary reason for fAthe great Austr a
current sytem of government, People realise they can have very little
influenceon the way things are dose there is little point in taking an
interest However, this Constitution puts power back in the hands of the
People and they will therefore be much mordinglparticipants in the
challenges that face society after this Constitution is introduced.

9.14. Proof of Citizenship at time of registration and voting shall be
compulsory.
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9.15. The system of wvoting in alltdelection:
using the optional preferential system described herein.

Currently a secret ballot is used. This is considered unsatisfactory because it is
virtually i mpossible adequately to investi
is one in which it is gssible for the Electoral Commissionverify the legitimacy of

votes.

9.16. The Electoral Commission shall conduct spot checks to ensure the
integrity of the system. Candidates and their scrutineers shall be invited to
witness these spot checks.

9.17. Behaviour contrary to the intention of electoral laws shall be regarded as
a serious offence against this Constitution.

A serious offence is one involving a fine of greater than 104 x AWBGrand
imprisonment for two or more years.

9.18. It shall be illegal to coerce the vote of any voter in any manner. Voters
shall not be persuaded by any ranking of pi
or any other method.

9.19. Only names and photographs of candidates shall appear on ballot
papers (or their equivalent in electronic voting).

This measure is to ensure that voters are aware they are voting for a person to
represent theri not an unaccountable organisation.

9.20. One A3 page displaying each candidate® manifesto shall be permitted
in each polling booth and on the website of the Electoral Commission. This
display shall include a photograph of the candidate.

System of Voting

9.21. The voting system used shall be the Optional Preferential Voting (OPV)
system prescribed as follows:

a. Voters may choose to indicate one, two, three or four preferences.

b. The first choice and up to three other preferences are counted in
the first count. A first preference vote counts as one point, a second
preference as Y, point, a third preference as Y of a point, and a
fourth preference as Y, point.

9.22. The candidate recording the highest number of points shall become the
Representative.

OPV effectively extends electors' opportunities to exercise their franchiskliog a
two additional options to aompulsory preferentiatoting systenm that a valid vote
may be cast by either:
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-plumping for one candidate (i.e. expressing a single primary preference for one
candidate only); or

-expressing a partial distribution of preferences (i.e. expressing preferences for some
but notfour candidates on a ballot paper); or

-expressing a full set of preferences (i.e. rankmg candidates on the ballot in

order of preference).

Recall

9.23. Constituents at each level may recall their representative as prescribed
in this Constitution at any time and hold a fresh election.

This power of recall in the hands of voters is a very powerful tool in the quest for
accountability. When coupled with the recording and publishirigeofoteof each
representativén the Parliament anthe Assembes each day, it putgters in control

of their representatives. Knowirlgey can be recalled at any tintepresentatives

will consult and acquaint themselves with the views of their constituents before voting
on any issue.

9.24. The President shall be recalled following a 75 % vote in favour of such
recall by the People voting at a referendum. Such referendum shall be
initiated by the People in accordance with Schedule 3, by ten Regional
Assemblies consisting of five metropolitan and five non-metropolitan Regional
Assemblies, or by a 75% vote of the Parliament.

9.25. The President shall be recalled following a 75% vote of the Parliament in
favour of such recall following indictment of the President by the Parliament
on charges of misconduct, malpractice, incompetence or malfeasance.

9.26. A Regional Chief Executive Officer may be recalled following a 75%
majority vote in the Regional Assembly or by a 75% majority vote of the
People of the Region voting at referendum. The People of a Region may
initiate such a referendum with a petition signed by 20% or more of voters in
the Region verified by the Regional Electoral Commissioner.

9.27. At the Electorate level, recall of a Representative shall occur upon
receipt by the Regional Chief Executive Officer of a petition signed by 1000 or
20% or more of the voters whichever is the lesser. Following verification by
the Electoral Commissioner, the Chief Executive Officer shall direct the
Regional Electoral Commissioner to conduct a new election. The recalled
representative may be a candidate in the new election.

A petition of 1000 voters or 2086 moreis considered necessary to indicate a
substantial degree of dissatisfaction in the electorate.

A recalled representative is allowed to stand as a candidateiauthsequent election
because;
a. he may still be judged the best representaiv@ngthose standingand
b. he may have received more than 20% of votes at his original election and it
would be incongruous to have him unseated by a lesser vote.
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9.28. A Regional Representative to the National Parliament shall be recalled
following a 75% majority vote in favour of recall by a Regional Assembly.

Casual Vacancies

9.29. If the office of President becomes vacant for any reason the Vice
President shall become the President.

9.30. If the office of Vice President becomes vacant for any reason the office
of Vice President shall be offered to the Presidential candidates receiving the
next highest number of votes.

9.31. If the office of Regional Chief Executive Officer becomes vacant the
Deputy Chief Executive Officer shall become the Chief Executive Officer for
the remainder of that term of office.

9.32. If a vacancy occurs in the Parliament for any reason, the appropriate
Assembly shall elect a new Representative.

9.33. If a vacancy occurs in a Regional Assembly for any reason, a new
Representative of that electorate shall be elected.

Disputed Elections

9.34. Disputed elections shall be resolved by the Constitutional Court.
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Role

Chapter 10. The President

10.1. The President is the Head of State. His role is to be the National Leader
of Australia and Head of the National Executive.

Functions of the President

10.2. Subject to this Constitution the President is accountable to the
Parliament for the efficient and effective implementation of policy decided by
the Parliament and shall fulfil the following functions:

S @roaooTw

o

Guardian of this Constitution.

Ceremonial Head of the Nation.

Spokesperson for the whole of Government.

Chief Executive of the Government.

Commander in Chief of the Armed Services.

Receive visiting Heads of State of other Nations.
Appoint Australian Ambassadors and Consuls (taking
advice from the Department of Foreign Affairs).
Appoint Chief of the Defence Force, Chiefs of Navy,
Army and Air Force, and officers of the Defence Force
(taking advice from the Services).

Appoint Chief Executive Officers of Government
Departments (taking advice from the Public Service
Board).

Appoint the Chief Justice and Justices of the
Constitutional Court (taking advice from the Law
Commission).

Appoint Justices of the Appeal Court (taking advice
from the Law Commission).

Appoint Justices of the Supreme Court (taking advice
from the Law Commission).

. Appoint Commissioners, Ombudsmen, etc (subject to

veto by the Parliament).

Appoint Chairpersons of the National Parliament (on
advice from the Public Service Board).

Sign Legislation into Law.

Address the Parliament at least quarterly and as
required by the Parliament.

Powers of the President

10.3. Subject to this Constitution the powers of the President are as follows:

a.

To speak on behalf of the Nation both domestically
and in the international forum. (In consultation with the
Parliament.)

To negotiate with other nations. (In consultation with
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the Parliament.)
c. To deploy the Armed Services within Australia in time
of emergency. (Subject to veto by a 75% vote of the

Parliament.)
d. To declare war and the cessation of hostilities.
(foll owing a 6yesd vote at a ref

e. To ensure legislation is in accord with this Constitution
before signing it into law. (The President shall seek
advice on legislation from the Constitutional Court.)
The President may return Bills to the National
Parliament with or without recommendations. On
being presented with a Bill passed by the National
Parliament a second time without amendment the
President shall sign the Bill into Law or submit the
issue to a referendum.

f. Toinitiate referenda.

g. To authorise the conduct of Referenda initiated by
Citizens.

h. To respond to petition by the People and by one or
more Regional Assemblies. The President is the
ultimate ombudsman.

i. Toinitiate parliamentary agenda items.

J. To establish such Government Departments,
Commissioners, Ombudsmen and Offices as
considered necessary for the good governance of
Australia. (In consultation with the Parliament.)

k. To hold CEOs of Departments, Ombudsmen,

Commissioners, and Public Officers accountable for

their performance.

To hold the Chairpersons of Parliament accountable.

m. To dismiss a Member of Parliament for misconduct,
malfeasance or dereliction of duty (in consultation with
the Parliament.)

n. To ensure all appointments by the President are
published in a daily update of t
or as determined by the Parliament.

The effect of the above is to amalgamate thépositionof Presidentmuch of whais
currently undertaken by bothe Governor General antthie Prime Minister.

Currently, much ofthe power exercised by the Governor Genesaleferred to as
Oreserve powerso6. These powers are not c
i mprecise. There are very f ¢hecuréeenthecks an
Constitution makes no provision for a Prime Minisgéall, let alone spell out his

powersor any limitationon his powers; nor does it provide any checks or balances.

d

odi
d |

The icea with the above is to spell out exactly what the President is empowered to do
and the limitations on that power. Theslgallb e no oOr edferve power s
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The role, function and poweds the Presidendutlined abovaewvill provide a system of
governmentconsst ent with the theory of parliament
bal ancesd incorporated here will ensure th:
neither the President, the Parliament nor the Executive can operate contrary to the

views of the othemwo elements.

Under this Constitutionhiere would be no Ministers and no Prime Minister. The

whole of the Parliament would decide what is to be gdand the Executive would

have the task of implementing those decisions.

Election of the President
General

10.4. The election process for a new President shall commence four months
before the expiration of the incumbentds t
Electoral Commissioner shall call for nominations.

10.5. The People shall elect the President in the following manner.

10.6. Any Australian Citizen eligible to vote at a Regional election and having
no criminal record or record of bankruptcy shall be eligible to nominate or be
nominated as a Presidential Candidate. Nominations shall require a seconder
and shall be endorsed by 10 other Citizens. Nomination forms shall be
available from Electoral Offices.

10.7. Candidacy shall be conditional on fifteen-year residency in Australia and
five-year residency in the Region. (Residency criteria may be waived if the
Electoral Commissioner is satisfied recent relocation was not connected to the
presidential election.)

Citizens required by their employment to mtwvand from countries overseas or
from one region to another should not be disadvantaged.

10.8. Citizens elected as President shall be required to relinquish direct
responsibility for businesses, etc but shall not be required to divest
businesses, farms, shares or other interests.

10.9. Presidential election nominees shall submit to the Electoral
Commissioner the results of a medical and psychological examination and
shall be required to make Statutory Declarations that they know of no matters
that, if found proved, would damage the Office of President should they be
elected to that position.

These povisions are considered necessary to ensure that presidential candidates are
fit in every sense of that word, to hold the office of President of Australia.

Currently all persons aspiring to join the Armed Services are required to undergo

medical and psywlogical examinations so this requirement of Presidential
candidates is seen as reasonable to ensure the confidence of the People.
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10.10. Presidential election nominees shall pay a non-refundable nomination
fee of six times Average Weekly Earnings (AWE).

In 2007, six times AWE was approx $6,008is provision is designed to discourage
frivolous nomination$rom cluttering up the electoral process

10.11. Three months before the election, the Chief Electoral Commissioner
shall declare successful nominees as Presidential Candidates and start the
election process.

10.12. Voting in Presidential elections shall be compulsory.

10.13. Political parties, professional institutes, trade unions, and other groups
with memberships across Regional boundaries are precluded by this
Constitution from any participation in presidential elections.

It is the intention of this Constitution that the office of President be filled by an
apolitical Citizen a Citizen who is elected by the People on his merits and not
becauséne has been endorsed or promoted by one particular section of society

10.14. The President shall be elected for five years.

10.15. A Presidentds term of office
more term of five years by a 75% majority of the People voting at referendum.
Such a referendum may be initiated by the Parliament, by five Regional
Assemblies or by petition signed by 1% of the voting population.

10.16. The President shall be elected using the optional preferential voting
system described in Chapter 4 in a three-round election process over a
maximum period of three months as follows.

Round One

10.17. Round one shall be an election held to select a maximum of one
Presidential Candidate in each of the 96 Regions.

Currently, many worthy gential candidates for election to national office are
deterred by an abhorrence of being subject to natvae, intrusive media
bombardment. Btable candidatesre less likely tde deterred by an election
conducted only in their own region as they nhigtnerwise be in a wider election.

10.18. There shall be no limit to the number of candidates in Round One.
10.19. There shall be no limit to the funds an individual may spend in support
of his regional candidacy and any local organisation may support the
candidacy of any individual provided such an organisation does not have
members who reside outside the Region.

Any citizen with presidential aspirations would be able to conduct a successful
campaign in a Region of less than 250,000 people regardidsgmocial resources.
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Furthermore, becauseationalradio and television would be relatively unimportant
media in single region elections, the effect of disparity in financial resources of each
candidate would be minimised.

However, it is considered gantial that the voters in a region be allowed to select the
person from their region that they would most like to be their President without
pressure from powerful national or international organisations.

The conduct of Round One in a local area woul@ § he People intimate
i nvolvement in the election of the Preside]

10.20. Successful candidates in these elections (a maximum of one from each
Region) shall progress to Round Two.

Round Two

10.21. For the purposes of Round Two, 12 contiguous Regions shall be
grouped to form eight Combined Electorates. Consequently, a maximum of 12
candidates shall contest Round Two in each of these eight Combined
Electorates.

10.22. Campaigning in Round Two shall be funded solely from the public
purse and shall be strictly controlled by the Chief Electoral Commissioner to
ensure that each candidate has an equal opportunity to present himself to the
Combined Electorate.

Public funding willallow electiors to be conducted egably andwith the dignity
thought desirable in thprocess of electing our PresideRurthermore, public
funding willeliminate any perception of advantage accruing through private or
corporate donations to campaig. Any advantage wealthycandidate right have
overa less affluent candidate wile reduced to aninimum and good candidates will
not be deterred by the hurbyurly nature of current election campaigns.

10.23. A maximum of eight successful candidates from Round Two (one from
each group of 12 regions) shall progress to Round Three.

Round Three

10.24. The President shall be elected in Round Three in an election
conducted across the whole of Australia.

10.25. The candidates shall be the eight successful candidates from Round
Two.

10.26. Round Three would also be funded solely from the public purse and
would be strictly controlled by the Chief Electoral Commissioner to ensure all
eight candidates had equal opportunity to present themselves to the People.

It is most unlikely there W be more than 12 presidential candidates in a 5000 person
electorate. Consequently, throughout stidential elections voters witle required to
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choose between a maximum of 12 candidatesrati final round between a
maximum of eight candidates. And, yatery Australian Citizen has the opportunity
and the right to stand for election to the highest office in the Nation.

This model will béacilitated andenhanced by the employment of electronic voting
thus reducing theecessity for voters to attend podi booths.

Alternative models involving the use of some sort of nomination committee to select a
short list might appear simpler on the surface but in fact would be quite complicated.
There would be the pbbem of nominations for suchcammittee. Then éme is the
problem of electing, selectgror appointing the committe€here are the problems of
nominations for the position of President, confidentiality of the nominees, the problem
of refining and forwarding a short list and finally, theoblem of eleting, selecting

or appointing the PresidenCertainly some such model could be cheaper than what

is suggested here but, even if the procedures are scrupulously fair, there will always
be the perception that the People will be told who their Presideéatie rather than
electing him themselves which is clearly whatnerous polls have indicatéuke

People want.

Inauguration of the President

10.27. Upon confirmation of election results by the Electoral Commission, the
candidate securing the most votes shall be sworn in to the office of President
by the Chief Justice of the Constitutional Court and shall take the oath in
Schedule 2 to this Constitution.

Dismissal of the President

10.28. The People can dismiss the President with a 75% majority vote at
referendum.

10.29. Such a referendum may be initiated by 1% of the voting population in
accord with Schedule 3 to this Constitution, by the Parliament, or by ten
Regional Assemblies consisting of five metropolitan and five non-metropolitan
Regional Assemblies.

10.30. The President can be dismissed for misconduct, malfeasance,
incompetence or incapacity by a 75% vote of the National Parliament.

10.31. A President dismissed for misconduct shall forego Presidential
retirement benefits.

The Presidemtds Conso

10.32. The President shall appoint an official consort who may be his spouse
or another person.
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Chapter 11. The Vice President

11.1. The presidential candidate receiving the second highest vote shall be
invited to accept the title of Vice President. Should he not accept, the
candidate receiving the next highest vote will be invited until one accepts.

11.2. The Vice President has no day-to-day role but may be called upon to
perform duties as required by the President.

11.3. The Vice President shall undertake the duties of President in the event
of a prolonged absence by the President on duty or due to illness.

11.4. Should the President be dismissed, die in office, or be permanently
incapacitated; the Vice President shall become the President and shall fulfill
the role for the duration of that Presidential term. At the end of that term, the
Vice President is eligible to have his term extended for another five years by
referendum as applies to a first term President.

11.5. A Vice President shall have the right to stand for election at subsequent
Presidential elections.
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Chapter 12. The National Parliament

General

12.1. The National Parliament shall be responsible for policy on all aspects of
governance with application across the Nation, and for all Statute Laws.

12.2. The National Parliament shall be responsible for overseeing the
implementation of National policy. To facilitate over sighting National policy on
issues such as water, energy, air traffic control, national railways and national
roads, the Parliament shall establish statutory authorities.

Elections to the National Parliament

12.3. Each Regional Assembly shall elect one Member or recent ex-Member
of their Regional Assembly with at least three years experience in that
Assembly to the National Parliament.

This means that MPs are experienced people with an intimate knowledge of what has
been happening in the Parliament and are already conversant with policies under
consideration by virtue of their role in the Regional Assembly.

12.4. Members shall be elected to the National Parliament for a term of four
years.

12.5. Citizens elected to the National Parliament shall be required to
relinquish direct responsibility for businesses, etc but shall not be required to
divest themselves of businesses, farms, shares or other interests.

12.6. Sitting Members of the National Parliament may stand for election to
further terms in the National Parliament.

This provision means that Regional Representatives who are very good at
representingheir Region in the National Parliament can be retained in that position.

12.7. Elections for the National Parliament shall be conducted in a maximum
of two Regional Assemblies every month so that no more than two new
Members enter Parliament each month.

Progressive or staggered el ectibangoare hel
election day. These problems include:

a. Thenst op/ starto nature of Parliamentary &

b. The sudden change of policy direction.

c. The sudden exodus of experienced MPs anthflux of inexperienced MPs.

d The uncertainty in bbangéselguali oar $ swh

e. The hype created and the excessive promises made by aspiring politicians.

f. The excessive cost of electoral staff caused by the need for tempofary staf

during fnan el ection yearo.
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12.8. The Electoral Commission shall review election dates every ten years
and shall make such adjustments as are necessary to preserve this principle.

Dismissal of Members of Parliament

12.9. A 75% vote by any Regional Assembly at any time shall allow recall of
their Representative to the National Parliament and the conduct of a new
election.

12.10. The President shall dismiss Members of Parliament found guilty of
malfeasance, misconduct, malpractice or incompetence by a 75% vote of the
National Parliament.

12.11. Failure to disclose potential conflict of interest shall result in dismissal
from the Parliament on a 75% vote of the Parliament following a conclusive
police investigation.

Parliamentary Procedures

12.12. The National Parliament shall sit for the last four business days of
every week except the third week in every month.

This means thapat heaee s teaépfortiethicdaveek daf
each month when the Members sit in their Regional AdgeBy sitting for four days
in each week, the business of the Parliament is continuous. Members of the
Parliament will take their holidays as and when they ékeept that leave will be
controlled to ensure there is always a quordmat the Parliament W not close for
business

12.13. Members of the National Parliament shall sit in their Regional
Assembly for the last four business days of the third week in every month.

This arrangement constitutes the review process. Members of the National Ratliam
would be required to brief their Regional Assembly on matters before the National
Parliament and take note of the views of their Regional Assembly. Furthermore,
during this one week in four, Regional Assemblies have the opportunity to brief their
Membe of the National Parliament on matters of concern to the Region that should
be considered by the National Parliament.

12.14. The President shall appoint a Chairman and Deputy Chairman to the
Parliament after taking advice from the Public Service Board. The Chairman
and his Deputy shall conduct the business of the Parliament and shall be
accountable to the President.

12.15. The Chairman and Deputy Chairman shall not be Members of the
Parliament.

12.16. The first item of business debated on each sitting day shall be the
Agenda.
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The Agenda for each day of sitting shall be prepared several days in advance.
Members shall be required to advise their desire to speak for or against any matter so
the Chairman can arrange speakers and allocate times.

12.17. There shall be no religious ceremonies or practice in the Parliament.

It is considered important that there should be clear separation between matters of
church and matters of State

12.18. All sittings of the National Parliament shall be open to the public unless
approval to conduct a closed session for reasons of national security is
granted by the Constitutional Court.

12.19. A quorum of the National Parliament shall require 75% of Members.

12.20. The Parliament shall sit in round table format. There shall be no
di vision into 6governmentd and O6opposition

12.21. All Members of the National Parliament shall have a right to be heard
on every issue. The Chairman shall arrange the agenda to accommodate
those who wish to be heard.

12.22. Legislation shall be debated by the Parliament and shall not be subject
to a vote until Representatives have had sufficient time to refer the issue to
their Regional Assemblies. This shall be the review process.

Uniform National laws are essential in areas such as claw and commercial
law, to ensure that all Australians have the same basic legal rights. In many other
areas, regional variation should be allowed, in order to take account of local
circumstances, subject to overall national constitutional principlesgating the

basic rights of Australian citizens

Representatives shall discuss issues before the National Parliament with their
Regional Assembly during the fourydaeach montthey sit in their Regional

Assembly. Discussion of Billstime Regiorsis the review process. Dissatisfaction in
more than 25% of the Regions will lead to a Bill being defeated in the Parliament.
Unless a Bill attracts 75% support from Regional Representatives it obviously needs
more work to ensure it has the support of a sulistimajority of the People.

12.23. Chairmen shall exert strict control of debate in the Parliament, shall
disallow raucous behaviour and shall preclude inappropriate practices such as
filibustering

12.24. Parliamentary Committees shall be formed to study issues in depth and
to propose Bills.

12.25. There shall be no instructed block voting and it shall be unconstitutional

to illegally influence the vote or to attempt to illegally influence the vote of any
Member of Parliament.
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